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				In the years since Palpatine declared himself Emperor, the ga-lactic system was shaken by war. There were harsh economic controls and widespread religious persecution. People like Luke’s uncle Owen and aunt Beru were forced into a near-poverty ex-istence. Bandits roamed the wilderness of planets like Tatooine, while Jawas were reduced to existing off junk and refuse. Rack-eteers gathered in dimly lit cantinas to plot their shady deals. Pirates and smugglers worked one end of the galaxy to the other.

				The extermination of the Jedi Knights, who had a stabilizing effect on society because of its religious fervor for the Force, ushered in this frightening time of lawlessness and immorality.

				The End of the Age

				The conditions found in the galactic system of Star Wars are 
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				much the same as those which we see in the world today, and which will only intensify as planet earth rushes toward the climax of history when this age comes to its end.

				There is a name given to the last three-and-a-half years of world history (the last half of “Daniel’s Seventieth Week of years,” in Daniel 9:20-27): the “Great Tribulation” or “Tribulation” period.

				The first half of Daniel’s Seventieth Week (three-and-a-half years) was the time of Christ’s ministry on earth, around 2,000 years ago. The second half—three-and-a-half years—will begin with the revelation of the Antichrist. In between is the “Church Age,” a period of an undetermined number of years (perhaps seen figuratively as one thousand years in Revelation 20).

				In the twenty-fourth chapter of the book of Matthew, some of the disciples of Jesus asked Him to explain the signs that will appear to indicate when the destruction of Jerusa-lem will occur, when the end of the age will come, and when He will return to establish His thousand-year reign on earth.

				Signs of the Times

				Jesus proceeded to characterize the Church age, citing con-ditions which would only intensify in the last three-and-a-half years before His return. He said impostors would ap-pear, claiming to be the returned Christ. False prophets will fill people’s heads with lies. There will be wars and rumors of wars, famines and earthquakes throughout the world. Peo-ple who believe in Him will be hated, betrayed, persecuted and even martyred. And many believers will engage in un-spiritual behavior.

					Some Christians interpret the Bible to indicate that the Antichrist (“abomination of desolation”) will set up his 
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				throne in a future rebuilt Jewish Temple in Jerusalem and pro-claim to the world that he is god and is to be worshiped.

				I was taught that view; however, as a result of my own Bible study came to see the “temple” occupied by the Antichrist is the spiritual heart (Ezekiel 36:26-27) of some Christians which is filled with the Satanic lies, deceptions and fantasies of the Antichrist (Matthew 24:15).

				The apostle Paul repeated to the church at Thessalonica what must first take place before Christ returns:

					Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. Don’t let any-one deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He opposes and exalts himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, and even sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:1-4).

				World in Rebellion

				Those years before Christ’s return will be marked by a time of terrible lawlessness in the world. Now, the word “lawlessness” needs some explanation. When the law is mentioned, we usu-ally think of man’s laws those which are written on a nation’s law books. But there is another kind of lawlessness: a complete disregard for God’s laws. And man’s laws and God’s laws don’t always correspond.

				For example, our society today looks upon homosexuality as an alternative among consenting adults, the individual’s right to which the law of the land should not interfere. But God’s law, as spelled out in the Bible, clearly condemns homosexuality as a sin. Likewise, when a man and a woman live together outside of marriage, society and man’s laws look upon this as an alter-native life-style which individuals have a right to pursue without 
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				interference on the part of the law. But, again, God’s law says otherwise: A couple who lives together outside of holy matrimony is committing the sin of adultery.

				Prostitution is permitted in the state of Nevada, accord-ing to man’s law. But God’s law says prostitution is sinful adultery.	

				“Adult bookstores” and the pornography they peddle are legal according to man’s laws in many cities. Yet God’s law calls such activity licentiousness, which is sin. A publisher recently told a college class of journalism students, “If you want to become a successful publisher, start out by publish-ing pornography. There’s a real need for professionally done pornographic books—most of what is on the market today is amateurishly done.” 

				In New York City in 1975, there were more abortions than live births, according to a recent study. Those abortions were legal, in the view of man’s laws, but they were illegal according to God’s law which states, “Thou shalt not kill!”

				In California, a couple can end their marriage by dis-solution, without having to state any reasons. Again, man’s law says this is legally the right of individuals to terminate a marriage. But God’s law says to divorce one’s mate, except on grounds of adultery, is sin.

				Crime in Our Cities

				But if man doesn’t respect God’s laws, why should he re-spect man’s laws? Is it any wonder crime continues to in-crease in our nation’s cities? How far will man’s indifference to the laws of God and man go?

				What happened in New York during the blackout of sum-mer 1977? More than 3,000 people were arrested for loot-ing and other crimes committed during the blackout. Loot-
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				ing alone reached near-riot proportions in parts of the city and the police had no way to cope with the mass demonstration of law-breaking. Only nine years earlier, when a blackout hit New York and much of the surrounding area, there were practical-ly no reports of increased lawlessness! What is happening in America?

				An ostrich-complex has taken hold of society: Bury your head in the sand and sin will go away! The courts are legalizing homosexuality, cohabitation, abortion and “quickie” divorces, thereby legitimatizing them in man’s sight. These things are no longer wrong—no longer sin—in the eyes of man! But God’s laws never change. These things are sin, no matter what man’s courts of expedient law say they are. And the only power that will cause sin to go away is the forgiveness of God through His Son, Jesus Christ.

				Well, listen, things are going to get much worse before they get better. All the lawlessness we see in our country today will seem like mere mischief compared to what tomorrow is going to bring. What’s next? Get ready for it—stringent economic con-trols, loss of more personal freedoms...and religious persecution!

				Religious Persecution Today

				Many affiliate stations of the three major television networks refused to sell prime program time to a Christian organization during its evangelism campaigns in 1976. But in July 1977, on one of those same networks, Bill Moyer and his production team proceeded to air a special, during prime time, called “Born Again,” which was highly critical of the evangelical movement in America today. Does the public no longer have access to tele-vision, unless the message meets the philosophical views of net-work executives?

				What will be the result of lawlessness and religious persecu-tion? Former Attorney General William Saxbe believes Amer-ica’s soaring crime rate could push this nation into forming a national police force!

				“We should never doubt for a moment that there are men and 
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				forces at work in this country eagerly awaiting an opportu-nity to devise such a program as the first step toward total control over our lives... . National police can be used as an instrument of national repression—and they always wind up being run by somebody else... . Already we hear many say the answer to crime rests solely with more police, tougher police, more judges, more prosecutors, more prisons.

				We should never doubt for a moment that there are men and forces at work in this country eagerly awaiting an op-portunity to devise such a program as the first step toward total control over our lives. National police can be used as an instrument of national repression—and they always wind up being run by somebody else. Already we hear many say the answer to crime rests solely with more police, tougher police, more judges, more prosecutors, more prisons.

				“If such a buildup should occur on a massive scale—beyond what may be reasonably needed—then we would see basic freedoms begin to dissipate. Such a trend would be progressive. And if history teaches us anything, it is that freedoms willingly surrendered for any reason are never re-turned.”

				Immorality Leads to Lawlessness

				Let us not forget that the cause of rebellion against man’s laws stems from rebellion against God’s laws. Years ago, Billy Graham told the California State Legislature: “Mor-als are sinking lower with every passing hour, and if they sink much lower...we will head straight into the arms of a dictatorship in this country because America cannot survive without strong moral values.”

				Dr. Graham wasn’t just guessing what the future is going to bring, he was restating what the Bible has to say about the end-times. Read what the apostle Paul wrote concerning 
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				morality in the end times:

				But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, un-grateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gos-sips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treach-erous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power” (2 Timothy 3:1-5, NASB).

				The Book of Destiny

				The fifth chapter of the book of Revelation describes God’s Book of Destiny for planet earth. Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God and Lion of Judea, is the only one worthy to open the seven seals of this book so that its contents might be revealed for mankind to consider.

				Beginning in the sixth chapter, Jesus opens the seals, one at a time, revealing some insight into the terrible conditions of the time at the end of the age. The meaning of these seals are as follows:

				First seal—a rider on a white horse

				Though many suggestions have been offered as to the true inter-pretation of this symbol, it is likely that its true meaning lies in signifying man’s vain attempts to bring peace to the world, and especially the peace hoped for and promised by the Antichrist in the end-times.	

				Second seal—a rider on a red horse

				Man, because of his imperfections, when given the power to make peace, also corrupts that power and takes peace away. In the end-times, the Antichrist will first be known as a peacemak-er, but then his image will change to warmonger known as a peacemaker, but then his image will change to warmonger.

				Third seal—a rider on a black horse

				Famines and plagues will intensify the world over during the end-times. Certainly, the harsh economic controls imposed by 
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				the Antichrist will only fan the flames of inflation and scarcities.

				Fourth seal—a rider on a pale horse

				Widespread death will result from famines and plagues and the Antichrist’s artificially created food shortages, which result in mass starvation the world over.

				Fifth seal—martyrdom

				Keeping his threats as recorded in Revelation 13, the Antichrist will kill all who refuse to bear his mark (the number 666 or his name) and worship him. Christians and Messianic Jews will be the main target of his wrath.

				Sixth seal—disturbances in the heavens and on earth

				Earthquakes and a darkened sun characterize the upheaval in na-ture that will take place at the time of the very end, immediately before the return of Jesus Christ to earth.

				Seventh seal—the opened Book of Destiny

				The end of the age has come and God now reveals the destiny of the world through the symbolism of the sounding of seven trum-pets and the pouring out of seven bowls of God’s wrath.

				The trumpets will bring about awful plagues that will affect one-third of the earth’s land and water and living things, includ-ing all those who are not Christians or divinely protected Messi-anic Jews (Revelation 8:6-9, 21, 11:13-19).

				The seven bowls of God’s wrath comprise the judgment brought on by the sounding of the seventh and last trumpet. These are God’s righteous judgments against the Antichrist, his spiritually and morally corrupt Babylonian empire, and all the people who choose to bear his mark (Revelation 16). But, as with the seven trumpet judgments, those who are Christians or divinely protected Jews will be spared these judgments. Chris-tians will be spared on the basis that God’s judgment against sin no longer applies to them because Christ paid that penalty already—nearly 2,000 years ago at Calvary (Romans 8:1). The group of divinely protected Messianic Jews receive a special seal of protection from God, as explained in the seventh chapter 
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				of the book of Revelation.4 (Note: The second multitude men-tioned in this chapter are Christians in heaven, right after the return of Christ.)

				These terrible judgments of our righteous and just God will be poured out upon the earth at the end of the age, and are but a part of the many events which will take place at that time.

				 * * * * *
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